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THE LAW AND ITS8 SORROWS. By J.
Hannlbal Clancey. Detrolt: The Bentham
Institute.

THE LAW OF THE AMERICAN CONSTI-

TUTION, By Clarles K. Burdick. G. P.
Putnam's Sons,

LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE. By Robert|
Luce. Houghton Mifflin Company.

THE ESSENTIALS OF AMERICAN GOV-
ERNMENT. By Francis Newton Thorpe.
G. P. Putnum's Sons.

BENGLISH LOCAL GOVERNMEXNT : STATU-
TORY AUTHORITIES FOR SPECIAL
PURPOSES. By Sidney and Beatrice
Webb. Longmans, Green & Co.

CITY AND TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT IN
THE URITED STATES. By Kirk H. Por-
ter. The Macmillan Company. .

I'l‘ is interesting, upon cxamining a

group of hooks on the subject of gov-

ernment, to note how, divergent are
the methods of altack employed by the
various authors and how widely dissimilar
are the-points of view. A majority of the
writers will be of a conservative turn of
mind, and will expound the merits of the
present order of things with a gravity
matched only by their rrmvlc:]:'m that “all [
is well in the best of all‘poaedbie worlils";
gne or two will temper thelr seriousness
with a burning irony, and perhaps one or
two others will issue a flaring challenge
that will contrast vividly with the com-
monplaces of the majority.

All of these tendencies are to be ob-
served In the books under review. As
might have been anticipated, the serious |
and unoriginal expositions are in Lhe-nm‘;
jority; but, while valuable for the student.
such works merely reexplore known terri-
tory, and make no new contribution to
political science. Yet, among the seven |
volumes under consideration, there are one |
or two that lssuo an appeal deserving of:
widespread attention, and at least one that |
may be characterized unqualifiedly as an
important piece of work.

It is rarely that one comes across a
more astute study of government than
Frank Exline's volume on “Politica™ Mr.
Exline analyzes keenly the framework of
all political systems, and concludes that in
the past all governments have failed be-

cause they have been lacking In organs as‘l

necessary for thelr success as Is the eye
or the ear for the proper functioning of
the human body. Instead of being estab-
lished upon scientific principles and regu-
lated by natural laws of justice, all gov-
ernments have in the past leen managed
according to the mere volition or caprice of
the rulers; and whether those rulers have
heen autocrats or whether they have been
the masses of the people, the results have
been equaily disastrous, for reason has in
every case been shunned, individual whims
and prejudices have gulded the helm of
state, and individual merit has beon a fur
less important element in the choice of
leaders than populérity, wealth or freaks
of chance, Democragy, declares Mr. Exline,
is to be indicted along with all other forms
of government; “in so fur as it exists In
fact, it is anarchy; in so far as it exists

only in name but not in fact, it is o mere
Musion; as a form of government, it 1Bl
impossible. . . The people themselves
neither democracy popular
sovercignty; they desire efficient, wise and |
just government, and they would weicome
the inauguration of ary practical method
by which the efficient, wise or Just men |
of the State could bte dlscovered and In- |
stalled In the offices of government.” |

But how iIs such a system to be estab- |
lished? First of all, we must add a fourth |
divislon of government—n division more
important either than the legislative, the
judieial, or the executive—a division lacked |
by all governments in the past, and re-
spongible, through itz absence, for the uni-
versal failure of political systems. That |
division Is what the author terms the
selective branch of government, a branch
that would choose all the government offi-
cinls on the basis of merit, much as r.hoi
members of the civil service, military offi-
cers and the managers of business or-
ganizations are chosen to-day. That such
a system Is practicable is amply demon- |
strated by the author; and he outlines a
tentative plan, a plan which, less because |
of ite originality than because of the emi-
nently sound and sclentific basls on which
it la established, is deserving of the stten-
tion of every imntelligent and open minded
citizen.

A book likewlse worthy of widesprea

Government

attegtion ls J. Hannibal Clancey's volumay
on “The Law and Its Sorrows” In this
ncute and timely discourse on the condi-
tion of thse law, Mr. Clancey demonstrates
that present day legal procedure Is In a
stute not far superior to that satirized by

Dickens in “Bleak House,” wherein he de- |

ecribes the interminable case of “Jarndyce
ve. Jarndyce™ It is Mr. Clancy's con-
tention that, under present conditions,
precedent i= the mortal foe of justice; that

the nw [ worm eaten with antequated |

traditions, stuffed full of the desiceated

bones of cumbrous pleadings and of out- |

worn conventions, Impeded by absurd rules

generntions. A= a remedy, the author sug-

survey of the process whereby laws come

gests, among other things, that pleadings | into win Prof. Thorpe's work on “The
be abolished. that the d;_-;ihlrlmn between | Essential American Goverpment”™ is aa
Jaw amnd equity be ellminated, that all} elementary treatise on the principles om
forms of action be made obsclete, that| which our Government is founded, and
Judges be elected by the people for a lim- | deals in text book style, with subjec:s such
ited term. that judicial tinkering with leg-| as “Sovereigmty,” “The Fundamer = of
islntive acts be rendered lanocoous, and | Government,” “The Ciltizen,” “Politiesl

that all precedent2 ten years old be burnt,

The five remuining books, while all con- |

taining much valuable material, are all in

the nature of expositions of knowy facts|

rather thar of original contributions to the
science of government. Prof.

Burdick's |

Parties” and “International Relations™
Uniike the above books, the last two vol-
umes on our Hst dea! with loecal rathee
thin with mnational government; Prof
Porter's work on “City and Township Gow-
ernment in the United States™ §s whnt the

“The Law of the American Constitution” | title Indicates—a study of the processes

is a study in constitutional law that con-

siders comprehensively the foundations of |

of government in counties and small mu-
nicipnlities; and Sidney and FPeatrice

the American Constitution and alt-.-rnpu[ Webb's volume on “English Local Govern-

to vindicate our form of Government; Mr,

ment” Is a detailed bistorical aseount ef

of evidence, ‘and handicapped. in America | Luce's volume on “Legitglative Procedure,” the development of loeal government in
at least, by reverence for an English com- | the first of a series of four books on law | England from 1659 untfl the present day.
mon law that England has discredited for | making, is a detailed and tHoroughgoing
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THIS FREEDOM By A. S. M. Hutchinson
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PEREGRINE’S PROGRESS
By JEFFERY FARNOL
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word." Third Printing.

The New York Times says: “ ‘Peregrine’s Progress’
written in the style which admirers of *The Broad l{ifh-
way' found so charming—leisurely, detailed, colorful.
The story breathes the very air of romance in every

SKIPPY BEDELLE By OWEN JOHNSON

THE PUPPET SHOW OF MEMORY

. By MAURICE BARING

book.™
£2.00

The Philadelphia Public Ledger soys: “Readers interested
in literature, drama, mausic, travel, in autobiography,
simply and modestly told, will find this a fasanating
Fourth Printing. 5

THE NEW AIR WOBLD? The Science of

£5.00

spend a most delightful hour.”

quite as deliciously funny as were
ville tales.”

THE EVIL SHEPHERD
By E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM

must be difficult to satisfy.”

The Boston Tramscript says: “The story of “‘Skippy Bedelle'
is one with which any man or woman, boy or girl can

The New Vork Times says: * Anyone with a sense of humor

will find it entertaining, for Mr. Johnzon ha: made it
his previous Lawrence-

Edwin Francis Edgett in The Boston Trauscript
reader who fails to be pleased by “The Lvi bh:pg"ﬂ(‘:;

THE MAN WHO LIVED IN A SHOE

43 and charts.

THE REAL TSARITSA

Meteorology Simplified !
B WILLIS LUTHER MOORE, Se.D.,LL.D. '

Ihe author, a professor of meteorology ar George Wash-
ington University, who was for eighteen vears chief of
the weather bureau at Washington, tells in plain language
how to forecast the weather.
intelligent person to become weather-wise.

His bec
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$5.00
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enriched.”  Third Printing.
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H. G. Wells says: " *“The Man Who Lived in a Shoe' filled
interest and delight.”

Man ‘Who Lived in a Shoe'
gave me great pleasure.” Fourth Printing.

By MARY JOHNSTON y

The New York Tribume says: * *1492° is by odds the best
book Mary Johnston has yet written.
work of imagination, which is to say, it is touched with
To read such a book is to be sensibly

ENRICO CARUSO By PIERRE V. R. KEY

In collaboration with Bruno Zirato
Every opera-goer will want a copy of this biography of
the world-famous tenor, which has been authorized and

The New York Times calls it “The first adequate record of
bis extraordinary life.” Second Printing.

THE CHARM of the MIDDLE KINGDOM

By MADAME LILI DEHN-
The New York Herald says: *'Ti
of the value of this book, not
controversy concerning thegh
as historical data.”
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as a document in the
racter of the Tsaritsa, but |
Second Printing. $5.50 |
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Selccted by MONTROSE J. MOSES

This is a companion volume to Mayorga's “Representa- !
tive One-Act Plays by American Authors,” and Clark’s |
“Representative One-Act Plays by British and Irish
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Second Printing
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illustrated editi
margins and eight beautiful colored illustmtion
Smith, is the most attractive ever puivhlhrn",
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n, with new tvpe, good
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31.50

$5.00

By JAMES REID MARSH

This delightful gift book is packed full of intimate glimp:es
gardens, its customs, its
charm of scenery, its beautiful, elusive women, and its
With numerous illustrations. « 3.00

of Chinese life—of its homes and

romance.

THE LOG-CABIN LADY

AN ANONYMOUS AUTOBIOGRAPHY

The autobiography of an American girl, born in a log
cabin in the Northwest, who is to-day known on two
continents as a distinguished woman.
document, and it will be an inspiration and help to those

who.read it. Second Printing.

Boston

Printing,

By EDWIN P. NORWOOD
The wondrous tale of the merriest clown in all the world
and his adventures with the anima
every day when “hali-past twi
Mustrated
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By LAURENCE LaTOURETTE DRIGGS
The Philadelphin Public Ledger says: “Coloned
knows aviation and his new book i
adventures that all boys love”
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